
 

 

8 Most Common Niche Site 
Mistakes: The Checklist 

One of the best ways to learn something on a deep level is to experience it, 
rather than just watching or reading about it. Sometimes the best way to 
learn is to dive in and start building your first site! Yep, you will make a lot 
of mistakes, but if you learn from these mistakes you will be much wiser 
because of them. 

This is where I come into play. I will give you 8 of what I believe to be the 
most common mistakes that people make when building niche sites and 
doing SEO. 



1. Poor Keyword Research. 
The most common mistake that I see is poor keyword research. I made this 
mistake for a long time when I first started building websites as well! 

I thought that if I picked HUGE keywords that got high search volume, all I 
had to do was rank at the top of Google and I would be rich! Well, I 
suppose that could be true, but not realistic. Those keywords are extremely 
competitive and are usually dominated by large corporations or those with 
much larger SEO budgets than you and I.  

Lately I have been able to land on the first page of Google over and over 
again. I give credit to the fact I realized the importance of long tail 
keywords. I started targeting those keywords that didn’t get as much search 
volume, but were also much easier to rank for. 

If you only get one thing right about SEO and building niche sites, make 
sure to get your keyword research done properly.  

 

2. Publishing Too Quickly 
You’re not in a race to fill up your website with content. Right you don’t 
want it to look empty but what ends up happening is that the site gets filled 
up with thing, low-quality content.  

INSTEAD: Publish every piece of content with only two objectives in mind: 
establishing the quality of your site, and building backlinks. 

And Empty site is NOT a bad thing. 

Don’t get lost in the how many pages you have world. It’s about how much 
traffic each one can drive to your website. 

• Just one article could bring in more traffic than 2000 articles. 

• Just one article could bring in enough traffic to make you a full-time 
income. 

When you get that, and build it out like that, you will have a much easier 
time driving traffic and building up your authority.  

 



3. Buying Articles on Fivver 
If you think buying a bunch of articles for $5-$10 for your new niche site is 
going to work, you’re wrong. Being this is your brand-new site, you need to 
have high quality articles.  

INSTEAD: Only focus on creating high-quality articles over 2000 words 
long. Every article published should be done with the intention of building 
links and engaging your audience. The only way to do those things is 
creating something awesome that people would actually link to! 

 

4. Spammy Link Building 
If you are still using your link building techniques from 2010, stop right now! 

Google is smart. It can detect when automated and unnatural link building 
is happening and it will penalize your site! So, don’t do it! 

Avoid these methods: 

• Large scale blog commenting 

• Weak directory links 

• Press releases with anchor text 

• Links from pages with lots of other links 

• Automated software 

There are plenty of other types of link building that should be on this list but 
those were to just give you an idea of what not to do. 

Keyword Anchor Text 

So you have managed to avoid all the spammy link sources, good for you! 
But you also need to make sure you avoid overusing your keyword anchor 
text. If your keyword that you really want to rank for is, “Best Design 
Software” and the better part of your anchor text is “best design software”, 
Google will penalize your site. 

Instead use variations of different keywords, phrases, URLs, brand name 
and no keyword anchor text. 



5. Stop Creating Social Media Pages 
Why do you need to have multiple social media profiles for your new niche 
site? 

I see people creating a Twitter page, Google Plus, Facebook, Pinterest, the 
list goes on. 

You should focus on SEO and nothing else. Create awesome high-quality 
articles, and building high quality links to them! 

Right now, the main objective with your new site is to build up organic 
search traffic. 

 

INSTEAD: Only stick with one source of traffic… in the beginning. 

Your goal is to rank high and bring in tons of organic traffic so stick with 
SEO and ONLY SEO. 

Trying to do multiple things at once is going to be a time waster and 
prevent you from doing one thing optimally. 

 

6. Your Website is Ugly 
I get a lot of people telling me that design doesn’t matter but I could not 
disagree more. 

How many times have you been to a site that looks like it was built in 2003. 
You need your site to look professional, and credible. If your site looks nice 
and attracts an audience this too will help with ranking factors such as 
bounce rate and time on the site. 

So youre not a designer, that’s fine go for a clean simple option. 

• Readable, clean text. 

• Use space so it doesn’t look crammed all together. 

• Formatting. 



You need to format your text. Not formatting your content is one of the 
worst things you can do.  

When I talk about formatting, I am not talking about including your H1’s & 
H2’s. 

I am talking about properly designing your text layout so that your H2’s & 
H3’s are clear, and your paragraph text is spaced out and readable. 

 

7. Lack of Patience 
Patience is not something I used to have. When I first started building 
websites several years ago, I could get to the first page of Google within 30 
– 60 days. However, those days are behind us now. SEO requires 
patience, and a new niche site can often take up to 6 months before it 
cracks the first page of Google. 

For whatever reason, ranking websites just takes longer nowadays. 

I keep seeing people lose patience after the first couple of months and 
wondering why they don’t see any results. If these people would just stick 
with their content or link building plan, they usually start seeing results just 
a short time in the future. 

Don’t give up half way through your SEO plan because you aren’t having 
some immediate results. You need patience. 

 

8. Original Content 
I know firsthand looking at all the successful blogs and what they are 
writing about has surely sparked many ideas for some of my own websites 
and blog posts. There is absolutely nothing wrong from learning a thing or 
two from successful people. Just don’t get stuck trying to copy what 
someone else is doing or saying, you will not be as successful as you might 
hope. 

SEO needs to be unique. How is your website different or better than 
others in the same niche? 

The point is, you need to be a little different to truly stand out. 



Conclusion 

You’re going to make mistakes. Learn from them.  

There are a lot of things you need to know when building 
and growing a niche site. 

Don’t give up mid-way through on your niche site because 
it isn’t making money or ranking how you want it in 30 
days. Be patient.  

I truly hope you are able to avoid the mistakes I have 
made, save yourself time and money and see positive 
results a lot faster! 
 


